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to l)eat a h:rsty retreat fron the stage without doing a proper (ltlecK

or he risked being mobbed by ercitecl f'ans The prt>moter 2lssllreLl Lls

t l rat thesi lunclnrencclr . t ldsetthemikelevelst l renselr 'es. I ]ackint i . re

cl-range room. I zippecl up my lacy cre'am clress' trying to ct>ntrol rl.ty

zrgitations over ollr aborted souncl check'

I will never ftlrget the agc>nizing feeling of having to ll'alk onstage

to play ftrr twelve thor'rsand restless kicls who had been rainerl ot'tt

anclwercnotant ic ipat ing, . rnclpeningact. ' I ( ) l r lyht>rrc l r .asl l ryf ingers

Strtlck r:p the first clr<lrds rlf 
..Astr.rri:rs.'' n<l s<lttncl Came thr()tlgh t}te

speakers. I lear-red into the voice mike t() say' ' '( lotlcl cvening' evcry-

clnc ' ' , l r< lp ingtOexplaint i rat thesclunclSystel- I rneeclecl t<lbeacl i r . rstecl ,

br-rt nothing coulcl be heard except my ()wn tiny unan.r;l l i f iecl v<ltcc'

u,hich in a stadiur' br-rilt for.thousancls harclly tnacle it to thc l'irst rou''

"-fust keep on playing, honey!" the cngineer yellecl l cor-rld scc

Lightfoot runnlng aroltncl the spcakcrs shor'rt ing at thc technit iens'

Valiantly, I played on x'ith a sinking heart as the ar-rcliencc slrufflccl

Llneasilv ancl a few whistles coulcl be hearcl \Wh'v' instcacl of ' ' l l 'Ytrlr

Coulcl Reaci My Ntrnd," \\ 'ere they being sr-rbjcctecl to an inatrcli l>le

classical guitarist? How thankfr'rl I rvas that n<l one cottld reacl tny

nrincl at that nlclmcntl

Af teranexcrr . tc lat ingeterni ty. t l retrrassivespeakersl><l<lrrrecl f i i r t i - r

u'ith my cl-rords ancl the auclience relaxecl C)nce the set was ovcr' I

groped my wav off-stage, lllinclecl by the sLrper-tr()Lrper iights What

atr l ta lCatastrophelG<lrd<l t . rwasalreaclyStr ic l ingOnstagct<l thel<l l rc l

cheering oi fans as I i-rid in the locker rooln reacly to l)urst int() tears'

convincecl I had just rr'lined trry career' Even Gcirclon's worcls of

confc>rt later that evening clid nothing to constlle me Fortr'rnatcly'

this mortifying scenario was never repeatecl The nlany ('()ncens

Gorclon and I sharecl r'vere well received' with very f-ew tecl-rnical

hitches. After that Denver clisaster' [sv''gver' I ais"rys teced onstage

first to make sure that my nicrophones \a-erc rvorking'

Ve played so many different cities on both sides of the borcier'

including Philadelphia, Traverse City' Peterlrorough' l lamilton'

Montreal, and Boston, that tours dissolvecl into a blur of Lear jets'


