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Chet invited me to call Lry his office at RCA the next clay to take

a look at his cctl lection of classical guitar music and vintage instrLl-

ments. A rep<trter from 'fhe C'anadian magazine. a national weekly

that was stuf'fecl into Saturclay ne\vspapers acr()ss the country, was

rvriting "Sczrrlatti in Nasl'ivi11e." a story on lny trip, ancl taggecl along

t() cover rny meeting w'ith Atkins. Cl-ret listenecl attentivcly to a few.

of my pieces, of'lerecl complirnents. then askecl if I cor-rlcl tcacl'r

hin-r hor.v t() get his trcmolo to s<luncl fitore evcn. The legencialy

c()Lrntry picker. who could also get his fingers around a numl>er of

clussic'al picccs, seernecl pleasecl to share gtritar t ips ancl exchange

stories abolrt classical players we both knew. lt was the beginning <>f

lun cncluring frienclsl-rip basecl ()n respect ftrr each other's artistry.

evcn thorrgh <rur styles ancl repcrtoire rvere clif'fLrent. 'I'be C'anadian

rnaglLzinc put my photo on tl 'rcir c<lver ancl cltrbltecl n-ic 'The First

l.acly of the Clr.ritar," a tit ie that has accornpaniecl nte ever since. lVIv

star had bcgun t<> ascencl.

Television appearances ()n everything fiotn talk shows l 'rostccl

by Julictte, Elwoocl Glover, Laurier LaPierre, ancl l lob Mclcan, to
"(iclelrrity Cooks" and "Goocl Morning, Seattle" Irelpecl c-rpancl tny

rrtrclienccs. I}-rt Chet Atkins was responsible for n1. f irst r.nujor

t;.S. televisi()n exp()sllre by recommending me t() the '"l 'oclav" sitow,

u,here I was inten'icwecl ()n nly career by Gene Shulit -fust us I

rvlrs about t() stcp in fiont r>f the l iglrts. one of the fi icnclly cantera

operat()rs whisperecl, "l ' lay well, Liona. ts/enty nti l l ion peoltle are

r'vatching yor:." I colrlcl have hit hirn nith tny fret-lroarcl f itr his poor

sen.se of t imingl l 'he CIIC gavc me a prir.ne-titne 'IV special, on which

I played St. Pretrx's "Concerto pollr Llne !bix' '  ancl cluets with Hagoc>cl

H:rrdy ancl Chet Atkins, anci bantered ivith the Canaclian urass ancl

I)avicl Clayton-TI'romas. Television l 'racl become a great way firr

nry classical guitar to reacl'r a u,'icler public than even Segr>viu colrlcl

have irnaginecl.

Ed Oscapella, f iaving been off-ered a position n'ith the Canacla

(ior-rncil, cl isbancled his ofTice. I decidecl to sign on nith HaberArtists,

an arnbitions new agency f<rrmed by the former manager of the


